
 

 

Hill Avenue Academy RE Overview  

 
RE Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Nursery 
 

Understanding 
The World 

 
People and 

Communities 

Our Family 

 Understand my own immediate family and relations. 

 Understand the similarities and differences that connect me 
to, and distinguish me from, others 

Our Special Events 

 Remember and talk about significant events in my own experience 

 Recognise and describe special times or events for family or 
friends 

Our Beliefs 

 Talk about some of the similarities and differences in 
relation to friends or family 

Reception 
 

Understanding 
The World 

 
People and 

Communities 

Our Family Customs and Routines 

 Understand family customs and routines 

Our traditions and Celebrations 

 Talk about similarities and differences between myself and others, 
and among families, communities and traditions 

Our Similarities and Differences 

 Develop an understanding that different people have 
different beliefs, attitudes, customs and traditions and 
why it is important to treat them with respect 

Year 1 Our Religions and Beliefs 

 To understand what religion is and why it is important in our 
community  

 The know main features of the Christian harvest festival and 
understand it as a festival of thanksgiving to God and a time 
for sharing with those in need.  

  To Know why Diwali is important to Hindus; know that some 
features of Hindu beliefs and practices are shown in this 
festival; give an account of the story of Rama and Sita; 
explain the meaning of symbols associated with Diwali.  

 Retell the main events of the visit of the wise men to Jesus; 
understand the concept of a precious gift and relate the ideas 
of giving and receiving gifts to their own experience. 

Belonging to a Christian Family 

 Retell what happens at baptism services (for infants and adult 
believers), giving a simple explanation of some of the symbolism;  

 Reflect on their own understanding of belonging;  

 Talk about what belonging means to Christians from different 
traditions.  

 Know that a church is a special place for many Christians and 
consider the reasons why 

 Recognise some of the artefacts and symbols found in a church 
and know the purpose of some of them  

 Reflect on their own feelings and responses to the atmosphere in 
the building 

 

Creation of the Natural World 

 Retell faith stories of how the world was created and 
consider their own ideas understand how animals 
and humans depend on each other 

  Observe and reflect on the beauty of the world 

Year 2 The Christian Bible: Stories from the Old and New Testament 

 Know that Jesus told stories as a way of teaching people about God 
and how they should behave;  

 Know and retell some well-known parables of Jesus and explain 
their meaning;  

 Explain why characters in the stories might respond or behave in 
different ways, depending on their point of view.  

 Understand how the Bible is divided up and why it is important for 
Christians. 

 

Belonging to a Sikh Family 

 Understand that Sikhism is a religion.  

 Identify some of the main practises and traditions within the 
religion.  

 Know the main features of the Sikh place of worship and explain 
their importance.  

 Know about Sikh celebrations and identify how they are 
celebrated.  

 Develop their human and physical geographical knowledge and 
understanding.  

 Identify similarities and differences through studying the human 
and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom.   
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to physical and human 

features.   

Rituals in my Life  

Describe the key aspects of religions, especially the 
people, stories and traditions that influence the 
beliefs and values of others 

 Identify and begin to describe the similarities and 
differences within and between religions 

 Consider the meaning of a range of forms of religious 
expression, understand why they are important in 
religion and note links between them 

 Describe and begin to understand religious and other 
responses to ultimate and ethical questions 

 Use specialist vocabulary in communicating their 
knowledge and understanding 

 Use and interpret information about religions from a 
range of sources 

 



 

 

Year 3 How did the World Begin? 

 Use a developing religious vocabulary to describe some key 
features of religions, recognising similarities and differences.  

 Begin to identify the impact religion has on believers' lives.  

 Describe some forms of religious expression. 

 Pupils identify what influences them, making links between 
aspects of their own and others' experiences.  

 

 How do Jewish people express their beliefs and practices? 

 Reflect on what it means to belong to a faith community, 
communicating their own and others' responses 

 Respond to the challenges of commitment both in their own lives 
and within religious traditions, recognising how commitment to a 
religion is shown in a variety of ways 

 Discuss their own and others' views of religious truth and belief, 
expressing their own ideas 
 

Which religions are represented in our 
neighbourhood? 

 Make links between beliefs and sources, including 
religious stories and sacred texts.  

 Ask important questions about religion and beliefs, 
making links between their own and others' 
responses.  

 Make links between values and commitments, and 
their own attitudes and behaviour. 

 Reflect on sources of inspiration in their own and 
others' lives. 

 

Year 4 Why is the Mandir important to Hindus? 

 Develop a religious vocabulary to describe and show 
understanding of sources, practices, beliefs, ideas, feelings 
and experiences.  

 Make links between them, and describe some similarities and 
differences both within and between religions.  
 

Why is the bible important to Christians? 

 Describe the impact of religion on people's lives.  

 Suggest meanings for a range of forms of religious expression. 

 Raise, and suggest answers to, questions of identity, belonging, 
meaning, purpose, truth, values and commitments.  

 

Key Leaders in Different Religions 

 Children will learn of their significance to their religion 

 Draw simple comparisons by identifying similarities 
and differences between the different leaders of 
different religions. 

 Apply their ideas to their own and other people's 
lives.  

 Describe what inspires and influences themselves 
and others. 

Year 5 Different Denominations 

 Use an increasingly wide religious vocabulary to explain the 
impact of beliefs on individuals and communities.  

 Describe why people belong to religions.  

 Understand that similarities and differences illustrate 
distinctive beliefs within and between religions and suggest 
possible reasons for this.  

 Explain how religious sources are used to provide answers to 
ultimate questions and ethical issues, recognising diversity in 
forms of religious, spiritual and moral expression, within and 
between religions. 

Why is Easter important to Christians? 

 Use an increasingly wide religious vocabulary to explain the impact 
of key events on individuals and communities.  

 Describe why Easter is so important to Christians 

 Understand the key events which occur during the run up to Easter 
and Easter week. 

 Confidently use and interpret information about religions from a 
range of sources.   

Who is God? 

 Reflect upon their beliefs about God 

 Explore and develop their own ideas about spiritual 

 Use a variety of written and visual sources they learn 

about 

 Understand the ways in which people claim God has 

been revealed to them in their lives. 
 

Year 6  How do Muslims express their beliefs and practices? 

 Learn about the life and teachings of Muhammad 

 Develop their understanding of why he is significant for 
Muslims 

 Explore the idea of role models and how Muhammad 
 

provides a role model for Muslims 

 Explore the concept of revelation and religious experience, 
including the importance of quiet contemplation 

 Examine the key beliefs and practices in Islam, emphasising 
current practice  

 Examine the historical foundation of the religion.   
 

 

                      Rites of Passage 

 Learn the ages and stages of life  

 Investigate and respond to the ways in which the Christian, 
Muslim, Sikh and Hindu faiths mark stages and special events in 
the human life cycle  

 Consider similarities and differences between different ceremonies 
and relate their own experiences of these events  

 Consider the concepts of responsibility, guidance, faith, 
commitment, ceremony, and legacy 
 
 

Buddhism and the Buddhist temple 

 Describe the key aspects of religions, especially the 
people, stories and traditions that influence the beliefs and 
values of others 

 Identify and begin to describe the similarities and 
differences within and between religions 

 Consider the meaning of a range of forms of religious 
expression, understand why they are important in religion 
and note links between them 

 Describe and begin to understand religious and other 
responses to ultimate and ethical questions 

 Use specialist vocabulary in communicating their 
knowledge and understanding 

 Use and interpret information about religions from a range 
of sources 

 

 
 


